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Abraham  Lincoln's 
Habits 


Temperance 
Notes  and  Correspondence 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


IS 


Church  School  Publications 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAI.  CirURCII 

420    PLUM    STREET,       CI  N  CI  N  N  ATI  ,  O  H  I  O 

LUCIUS    H.  BUGBEE. Editor  ,         _  .  . 

IARRY  C.WILSON.  Associate  Editor  in  MaTGn      ID,       Itf  O*  CLASSMATE 

charge  at  Cincinnati  ALFRED   D.MOORE 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sirs: 

Enclosed  is  an  excerpt  from  an 

editorial  which  we  printed  in  TEE  CLASSMATE 

in  1922,  containing  the  incident  of  Lincoln 

signing  a  temperance  pledge.   One  of  our 

readers  is  now  questioning  its  authenticity. 

Can  you  enlighten  me  on  it? 

Yours  sincerely, 


ADKlLMV 


Lit  fv^J   V"  Cu^>-mJ^ 


When  Lincoln  was  a   boy  there  were  only   a  few   scattering 
temperance  people  in  this  country, and  rarely  was  a   temperance  worker 
seen.      But   it  happened   that  there  was  a  man  in  Illinois  called   "Old 
Uncle  John,"  who  used  to  travel  about   the  country  holding  temperance 
meetings  in  the   log  schoolhouses  of  those   sparsely   settled 
communities.     Most  of   the  people   came  out  of  curiosity,   and  but 
few  showed  any  sympathy  with  him.      One  night  when  he  me de   his  plea 
for  temperance  and  closed  with  an  invitation  to   come     forwaid  and 
sign  the  pledge,   there  was  only  one  who  moved — a  tell,   ungainly 
boy  who   got   to  his  feet  and  walked  down  the  aisle.     His  clothes 
were  poor  and   sadly  outgrown;    but  when  the  boy  stooped  down  and 
wrote  the   name,    "Abraham  Lincoln,"  on  the  pledge,   a   hush  fell     upon 
the   rough  men  who  were  present* 

It  has  been  affirmed  that  the  work  of  that   night    lives  in 
history,    for  Lincoln  always  attributed  much  of  his   success  in  life   to 
his  temperance  principles.     At  that   time  almost  everybody  drank 
whisky,   and  there  were  few  who   saw  anything  wrong  in  it.     Yeers 
afterward  "Old  Uncle   John"  was  entertained  in  the   White  House   in 
Washington,   and  President  Lincoln  said  to   him,    "X  owe  pus  more    to 
you  than   to  almost     any  one  of  whom  I   can  think.      If   I   had  not 
signed  the   pledge  with  you   in   the  days  of     my  youthful   temptations, 
I   should  probably  have   gone  the  way  of  the  majority  of  my  early 
companions,   who   lived  drunkards*    lives  and  aie  now  filling  drunkards* 
graves." 

What  Uncle  John  did   for  Lincoln,   Lincoln   tried    to   do  for  many 
other  boys.      Seventy-six   years  ago  Lincoln  rode  on  horseback  to   South 
Fork  Schoolhouse,    in  Sangamon  County,    Illinois,    made  a   temperance 
speech,   and  invite*  everybody  present   to    sign  a   total   abstinence  pledget 
This  pledge,    signed,    and  advocated   by  Abraham  Lincoln,    has  become 
the   pledge   of  the  Lincoln  Legion  to-day: 


-2- 

"Whereas,  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
as  a  beverage  is  productive  of  poverty,  degradation 
and  crime,  and  believing  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
destroy  that  which  produces  more  evil  than  good, 
we  therefore  pledge  ourselves  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage. w 


2ferch  X6,  1934 


Mr.  Alfred  D.  -/oore 
Church  School  Publications 
M*  2.  Ga«rch 

420  Plum  St. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

%  dear  Hr*  Voore* 

Ve  wl»h  we  could  help  you  t»  nqcfflsytiag  the 
tradition  which  you  have  rith  duly  authorised  records, 
but  we  are  unable  to  do  so,.  While  it  appear t  to  me 
that  there  is  plenty  of  evidence  to  support  Aerahsra 
Lincoln* s  temperance  attitude  and.  also  that  he  at  one 
time  signed  a  pledge,  the  story  as  told  by  you  is  new 
to  us  here  and  we  cannot  seen  to  find  anything  that 
would  confirm  it. 

If  you  will  write  to  Mr.  Williaw  Townse-d, 
605  First  and  City  Satlonal  Bank  Building,  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  I  believe  can  help  you  as  he  has  done  more 
research  work  lately  on  this  subject  than  any  other 
person  that  I  know  of. 

Hoping  he  ma§  be  able  to  assist  yoa,  I  am 

Be  spec  t  fully  yexirs, 


director 
LAIlKB  Lincoln  Historical  Be  search  Foundation 


730  HUDSON  AVENUE 
PEEK  SK  I  LL.N.Y. 


January  15,1934, 


Lincoln  Lor  , 

Fort  Wayne, Indiana, 

Gentlemen: 


I  desire  again  to  thank  you  for  the 
copies  of  LINCOLN  LO  IE  which  I  reoeive  from  you 
monthly  and  which  I  highly  orize. 

In  the  last  number,  or  th<  one  before 
that,  you  had  a  list  of  the  places  Lincoln 
visited.   I  was  glad  to  see  Pe  kskill  among  the 
list.    I  thought  you  might  be  interested  in 
knowing  something  of  what  we  have  done  here  to 
commemorate  Lincoln's  visit  and  so  am  sending  you 
under  separate  cover  a  copy  of  the  booklet  LINCOLN 
IN  PEEK3KILL,  which  will  give  you  a  picture  of  the 
Lincoln  Exedra,  which  we  erected  overlooking  the 
snot  where  Lincoln  spoke  here  on  February  19,1861, 
"and  als6\  TH"-:  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  IN  BOOKS  which  we 
created,  as  a  unique  memorial  to  Lincoln,  the  only 
one,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  existence. 

With  appreciation  of  the  splendid  work 
you  are  doing  to  inform  the  people  of  Lincoln's 
life  and  work, 


I  remain 


Very  respectfully 

y 


HlU(/L 


Chester    A.Smith 


J  nury  15,1934. 

manual  q. , 

14     Broadr 

?*-w  York.'uY. 

My  &e**  Slr.H-.rt55: 

Bite  artiol  S3  of  the 

:   rOHflE  Tin  3  of  January  3 ,1934,  .  the 

sale  of  Revndon'a                        Llnaoln,  you  are  quot 

as  saying     that  the  material   shot  drank 
beer  and  wt     . 

This  If   30  MOOfe  at  variance  ^fcth  what 
I  I]  /s  ©onei&er  d  to  be  7,incolnv8  attitude    m  I 

subject  -  as  evidenced  by  hia  signing  the  pled  ;e,  his 
making  of  temperance   speeoheej   aia  Hall  known  address  to 
the  Waslr'  .  n  Society  la    7  day 

when  tfter  i*her  a  Slav*:  nor  a  drunkard  on 

earth,   Me  for  a     roll  bit  ion  law  for  the 

state  of  Illinois,  io  work 

for  temperance  among  the   soldier:;,   and  his  i1  &  to 

M  rwin  hoar  the  end  of  his  lif   ,  il&very  notr  hawlnp; 

n  overthrown  the  next  great  tHi  g  to  overthrow  was 
the  liquor  traffic*-     that  I  von  rested  to  know 

what  documents  among  the  collection  ju  tify  you  in  hp.1  " 
the  statement  attributed  to  you  in   I  I  articl -•. 

j  or  1  r'g 

Chester  A.fyaith 
•And  his  r  fueal  t  v.   liquor  it 


730  HUDSON  AVENUE 
PEEK  S  K  I  LL.N.Y. 


January  15,1934. 

Dr.  Louis  A.Warren, 

Director,  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

My  dear  Doctor  Warren: 

I  assume  you  saw  the  a.rticle 
in  the  NEW  YORK  TIM  S  of  January  9,1934,   in  which  Emanuel 
Hertz  said  that  the  new  documents  show  that  Lincoln 
drank  beer  and  wine. 

I  /have  written  him  a.  letter,  of 
which  I  enclose  you  a  copy,  asking  him  to  let  me  know 
what  documents  he  relies  on  for  such  a  statement,  I 
think  he  ought  to  be  ca  .led  upoij/dJO  produce  the  evidence 
for  such  a  derogatory  statement,  from  ray  standpoint, to 
Lincoln. 

I  talked  to  Mr  Charles  T.White, of 
Brooklyn,  last  week,  who  is  the  author  of  LINCOLN  AND 
PR0~  I  i"IO ...  B^t  I  thought,  also,  I  would  take  the 
matter  up  with  you,  as  I  know  the  great  work  you  are 
doing  in  presenting  the  true  facts  of  Lincoln's  life  to 
the  American  people. 

ile  I  am  writing  you  let  me  mention 
another  matter.  In  the  NEW  YORK  TIMES  December  27,1932, 
Kenry  S. Pritchett  had  a  communication  to  the  editor  of  the 
Times  in  which  he  withdraw  the  statement  he  had  made 
wherein  he  quoted  Lincoln  as  having  Raid  "Prohibition  will 
work  great  injury  to  the  cause  of  temperance",  etc.  That 
statement, you  know, that  is  often  quoted  by  wet  advocates. 
Pritchett  said  he  read  the  statement  attributed  to  Lincoln 
in  a  I.-.ropean  oaper.  Its  authority  was  given  as  JOURNAL 
OF  TE  'ATIVES,1840,p.l36  Hut  Pritchett 

goes  on  to  say  that  he  has  caused  the  librarian  of  the 
Illinois  State  University  to  make  a  fresh  study-  of 
the  a.rchivss  at  Springfield  as  well  as  of  the  filed  of 
Springfield  newspapers  of  that  period, but  they  found  no 
such  statement   of  Lincoln  on  prohibition  as  that  attributed 
to  him.  Pritchett  did  say, howeve^, that  the  Journal  of  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives  for  Dec. 19, 1840, shows 
that  a  motion  was  made  to  put  the  following  into  the 
Illinois  law:" Tha z, after  the  passage  of  this  act, no  person 
shall  be  licensed  to  sell  vinous  or  spirituous  liquors 
in  this  state, and  that  any  person  who  violates  this  act 
by  selling  such  liquors  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  $1000, 
£§0^®. recovered  before  any  court  having  competent  jurisdic- 
tion". And  that  Lincoln  moved  to  lay  this  motion 
on  the  table  and   that  his  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 
75  to  8, Lincoln  voting  for  it. 


#  2, 


This,  to  me,  seems  a  strange  tiling  for  Lincoln 
to  do  unless  there  were  something  justifying  it  which 
does  not  appear  from  the  bare  record  Pritchett  gives. 

Do  you  happeft  to  know  the  circumstances  in  this 
particular  matter?   If  so,  I  would  be  "nappy  if  you  would 
inform  me. 


Very  respectfully, 


Chester  A.Srnith 


January  18,  1934 


Mr.  Chester  A.  Smith 
730  Hudson  Avenue 
Feeksklll,  lie*  York 

Ky  dear  M*«  ^mlthj 

Thenk  you  v*ry  much  for  your  letters  of 
January  15  and  especially  we  are  grateful  for  the  very 
beautiful  brochure  which  you  were  kind  enough  to  forward. 

You  may  not  be  surprised  at  anything  that  comes 
out  of  the  Herndon  collection  of  manuscripts  asd  I  fear 
we  are  in  for  a  rehashing  again  of  all  the  old  traditions 
which  iierndon  picked  here,  there  and  everywhere.  However, 
we  need  not  be  worried  about  our  character  Lincoln. 

There  will  appear  in  the  February  issue  of  the 
Century  Megesine  an  article  by  William  Townsend  of 
Lexington,  Kentucky  on  Lincoln  and  the  liquor  question. 
I  em  sure  he  is  capable  of  handling  it  in  such  a  way  that 
we  may  rely  on  what  he  says  and  I  refrain  from  making  any 
further  comments  until  his  article  eyjeer*   as  I  believe  it 
will  be  all  inclusive. 

Trusting  I  may  some  aay  be  able  to  visit  you  at 

Peekskill,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


LAIsLH  Director 


730     HUDSON    AVENUE 

PEEKSKILL.N.Y. 


January  20,1934. 

Dear  Doctor  Warren: 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of 
January  18th. 

Iii  order  that  you  may  know  the 
facts  in  regard  to  tin  coin's  vote  on  the  December  19, 
1840,   motion  in  the  Illinois  Legislature,  information 
concerning  which  I  requested  in  my  former  letter,  I 
rive  you  the  facts  in  regard  to  it, which  are, of  course, 
an  explanation  of  what  otherwise  would  be  difficult  to 
understand,  namely:  A  licensing  measure  was  up  before 
the  Judiciary  0  mmittee,and  the  committee  had  agreed 
upon  its  contents.  On  its  presentation  in  the  legislature 
Murphy,  a  Chicago  wet,  disappointed  over  t":   i   Laal  of 
the  committee  to  incorporate  his  suggeBt ions, put  in 
a  spite  "prohibition"  amendment, which  on  Lincoln's 
motion  was  tabled.   It  was  purely  a  "spite"   or  "trick" 
move  on  the  part  of  Murphy, the  wet. 

I  secured  this  information, after  writing 
you,  from  Mr  Charles  T. White,  of  Brooklyn, N. Y. ,  one  of  our 
authorities  on  Lincoln  here.  I  thought  you  ought  to  have 
it,  as  the  matter  is  liable  to  come  up  in  the  ps     at  any 
time  and  the  real  friends  of  Lincoln  ought  to  be  in  position, 
I  think,  to  state  the  facts  concerning  it. 

I  shall  read  Mr  T@wns end's  article  in 
L   with  interest, and  thank  you  for  calling  my 
attention  to  its  forthcoming  appearance. 


Chester  A. Smith 


January  30,   1934 

Mr.   Chester  A-   SnUh 
730  Hudson  Ave. 
Feekskill,  fl.  T. 

My  de*r  Mr,    SwUh| 

Thank  you  Tory  much  for  yorr  further 
Information  regarding  Lincoln's  vote  on  Decem- 
ber 19,  1840  and  II  does,  as  yon  sug^««t,  make 
quite  plain  his  attitude  toward  the  measure. 

I  trust  that  Mr.  Eerndon  ^elk1 s  manu- 
sctflptamay  be  lodged  in  tome  historical    society 
irh^e  they  will  be  available  for  Lincoln  students 
wao  »1H    sift  th«  vrsd'tions  down  to  the  solid 
facts  before  they  ta  :e  the  liberty  of  releasing 
Mmm. 


A  large  part   of  these  Kerndon  feik 
manuscripts     are  of  no  value  whatever  as  far  as  \ 

historical  language  is  concerned  and  they  are 
liable  to  do  a  large  amount  of  damage  if  taken    j 
at  face  value.  \ 


\ 


Thanking  you  again  for  your  letter  of 
January  20,   I  am 

Se spec t fully  yours, 


\\ 


Director 
lAf| "3  Lincoln  historical  Research  Foundation 


> 


c 

0  Aaron  S.    Watkins,    L.H.D. 

P 
Y  Pastor  M.E. Church 


Dr.    Wilson 
Dear  Brother: 


Cairo,   Ohio 
Feb.    15,    1935 


I  have  read  with   great  care   and   still  greater    surprise   - 
the   article   by  Mr.   Hall  on  Lincoln  and  Liquor.      I   have  been  engaged, 
as  you  know,    for  over  forty  years   in  this   reform.      In  that   time  I 
have  made  a   reputation,    not  as  a   wild-eyed  fanatic,    but   as  cautious, 
conservative,    and  logical.      Hence   the   above   article  was  a    surprise 
and   a  disappointment,    as  it   will  be   to  thousands  of  others-     Mr.   Hall 
assumes   that  Lincoln  was  the   creature   of  a  wet  age;   and   yet  he  was  a 
total   abstainer!      If  he  was  ahead   of  his  age   on  the   personal  phases 
of   the   question,    he  was  also  on  the    legal  phases.    True,    he   "offered 
no    suggestion"  on  the   legal   side-   in   1842.      But   he   learned  many 
things  in  thirteen  years.      He   was  an  elector  on   the  Whig  ticket   in 
1844  and   the  Republican   ticket   in  1856. 

The  statement   that  he  would    "be   more   dry   today  than  he    was 
in  1842,"   has  no  meaning;  for  a  man  who   is   totally  dry  can  not  be  any 
drier.      And   I  have   never   found   any   evidence   that   he    ever  drank.   Mr. 
Hall   says:    "Lincoln  did  not   drink." 

The   great  surprise   came,    however,    when   I   read,    "He   took  no 
part   in    the    campaign  of   1855."     Dr.   D.   Leigh  Colvin,    in  his  history, 
Prohibition  in   the   United   States,    makes  these    statements,    p.    35:      "It 
was  he  who   wrote   the  first  draft  of   the   bill   which  was  passed   by  the 
Legislature  and    submitted   to  a    vote  of   the   people  of  Illinois  in   1855." 
"During   the  campaign  -   -   Lincoln   spoke  for  prohibition  at  a   number  of 
points  over   the   state.      According  to  Major  Merwin,    who   campaigned  with 
him,   Mr.    Lincoln  made   the  most  pronounced  prohibition  speeches  possible 
Dr.   Colvin  also   says   that    "up   to  1855   the  prohibition  movement  was 
much  more  popular  than   the  abolition  movement."      That   is  correct,    and 
disposes  of  the   assumption  that  Lincoln  was  the   creature   of  his  age. 

But   I  am  not  dependent   onDr.   Colvinfs  book,    for  I  have    talked 
with  Xudbx  Maftor  Merwin     myself,    so  I   have    his   testimony  at   first   hand. 

The   article  is  misleading  and  un-historical   and  something 
should  be   done   to  correct   its  unfortunate   impressions. 

Very   truly,    your   brother, 

(signed)      Aaron   S.   Watkins 


Ghxjrch  School  Publications 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

•420    PLUM    STREET,       C  1  N  C  I  N  N  ATI  ,  O  H  I  O 


LUCIUS    H.  BUGBEE. Editor 
kRRY  C.WILSON.  Associate  Editor  in 


February  25,    1935 


CLASSMATE 

ALFRED    D.  MOORE 


Mr,  Louis  Warren,  Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr. Warren: 

Enclosed   is  an  article  published 
in  a  February  CLASSMATE,    and  a   copy   of  the 
comment  by  Mr»   Aaron  Watkins.     Would  you  be 
good  enough  to    give   me    some   references  on  the 
point  at  issue,   and   if  you  will,   your  candid 
opinion  as   to    the   accuracy  of  our  article; 
which,   may  I    say,   was  rather  carefully  prepared, 


Yours  sincerely, 


ADM:LMV 


1/ 

J  - 


H.  O.  WHITE  F.   M.   WHITE 


D.  A.  WHITE  &  SONS 

FEEDMEN  AND  SEEDMEN 


POULTRY   AND    BEE    SUPPLIES 
251-261  STATE  STREET  SPRAY  MATERIALS  PHONE  4952 


SALEM,    OREGON 

April  5,    i9-41. 


Lincoln  l»ife  Foundation, 

Fort  ""ayne,  Indiana. 

uentlemen; 

^ne  or  the  Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Co  men 
gave  an  aadress  on  the  idfe  01  Lincoln,  recently, 
to  the  noon  meeting  or  the  ^aiem  chamber  of  Commerce, 
he  tola  me  of  your  foundation  and  that  you  hac: 
a  very  complete  library  of  the  papers  and  books 
published  about  Abraham  Lincoln. 

tiy   grandfather ,  Pouncey  A.  White,  was  also, 
a  kentuc-Kian,  who  had  moved  to  Illinois,  and  was  quite 
well  acquainted  with  ^r.  Lincoln. 

On  account  pf  both  or  them,  coming  from  the  same 
part  oi'  ±£entucky,  apparently  mace  quite  a  difference 
with  their  i'riendship. 

Uncle  ^rank  White  of  Kennewick,  Washington, 
says  that  rouncey  ^.    White  was  invitee  to  -Lincoln's 
Wedding,  but  doubtful  if  he  got  to  go. 

One  time,  Grandfather  White,  along  with  others, 
destroyed  a  lot  of  whiskey  in  one  of  the  grocery  stores 
of  those  days,  ana  the  entire  bunch  was  arrestee  for  it, 
They  hired  ir  tiincoln  to  aefend  them. 
He  cleared  them  of  the  charge,  and  then  took  them 
out  back  of  the  ^ourt  House,  and  gave  them  a  good  lecture 
on  law  observance  and  other  things. 

Does  any  of  your  books  give  a  list  of  the  men 
arrested  at  this  occurrence? 

.til so,  do  you  have  a  list  of  the  invited  guests  lor 
■^inclon's  Redoing? 

urandfather  was  a  great  story  teller,  and  told  them  by 
the  hour,  on  early  Illinois  history  of  the  time  of  Lincom 

It  is  too  bad  that  we  railed  to  have  some  one  write 
down  these  stories  that  he  told,  for  the  benefit  of 
future  generations. 


inclosed  find  stamp 


1?4  S^  Cottage  at. , 
"alem,  Oregon. 


•ours  truly, 


12  February  19UC 


LBTCOLN  OH  STSONG  DEINK 


"After  nen  are  freed  fron  the  bondage  of  faunas  slavery,    the  next  great  refern 
is   to  free  nen  fron  the  "bondage  of  strong  drink," 

A.   Lincoln 


"Lincoln1 s  ranous  Excoriation  of  the  Legalized  Liquor  Traffic" 

"This  legalized  liquor,   as  carried  on  in  the   saloons  and  grogshops,    is  the 
tragedy  of  our  civilization.      Good  citizenship   donands  and  requires   that  what  is 
right  should  n^t  only  "be  kr.-^wn,    "but  'bo  nadc  prevalent;   and  that  which  is   evil 
should  not  only  "be  defeated,    but   destroyed,     alcohol  has  proved  itself  to  be  the 
greatost  foe,    the  nost  "blighting  crrso,   of  our  nodern  civilization,   and  this  is 
why  I  an  a  practical  pr-^ilo.ti^nist, 

T7e  nust  net  "be  satisfied  "until   the  public  sentinent  of  the  state  and  the 
individual  conscience  shall  to  instructed"  to  lock  upon  the  saloonkoeper  and  the 
liquor  seller  as  sinply  and  only  a  provilcged  nalefactor  -  a  crininal. " 

A.  Lincoln 

General  Hancock  had  written  Lincoln,   requesting  that  a  certain  colonel,   do- 
noted  for  drunkenness,   "be  restored  to  office  in  his  corps.      Tho  nan  cane  to  see  the 
President  and  press  his  clain. 

"Yes,"  said  Lincoln,    ;,I  have  read  y^ur  papers,   "but  do  not  find  anything  very 
s  tr-  ng  irr  then.  " 

"TThy, "   said  fchs  ihj^r,    "don't  y~u  see  what  General  Hancock  has  written?" 

"Yes,"   replied  the  President,    "he   says  ym  are  a  gallant  officer." 

""What  r~re  would  you  want  hin  to  say?"   asked  the  Maj^r  in  surprise. 

"tthy, "   replied  Mr.   Lincoln,    "he  does  not  say  yai  are  a  sober  officer.      I  see 
signs  of  dissipation  on  ycur  face." 

After  the  soldier,   without  a  corm.ent,    walked  out,   Lincoln  conncnted:      "I  dare 
not  restore   this  nan   to  his  rank  and  give  hin  charge  of  1000  nen,   when  he  puts  an 
eneny  into  his  r.outh  to   steal  away  his  brains  and  risk  their  lives." 

Lincoln  had  not  forgotten   the  terrible  fall  of  General  Hooker,   whon  he  had 
warned  to   "beware,"  and  who,    drunk  and  drunkenly  boasting  that  even  God  Ilir.self 
could  n^t  keep  hin  fron  defeating  Leo   this   tine,   had  lost  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville   to  General  Lee  with  60,000  troops  while. Hooker  had  120,000  Federal  amy 
veterans* 

Significantly,   when  the  Republican  Connit tee  cane  to  announce  to  Lincoln  his 
first  election,   and  expected  to  drink  a  whiskey  toast  in  celebration  thereof, 
Lincoln  went  out  to  his  well  and  drew  a  "big  pitcher  of  water,   and  said:      "Gentlenen, 
we  will  drink  in   'Adan's  ale' J" 

Lincoln  never  talked  "tenperance,"  hut  "total  abstinence"  and  "prohibition"  as 
the  only  safety. 

Much  nore,    to  sane  purport,    recorded  in  various  speeches  and  nany 
documented  stories  and  Biographies  and  State  Docunents  of  Lincoln. 

Life  long  student  of  Lincoln, 
QHAHLES  ELITES T  SCOTT 
Argyle  Court  Apt.    0-3 
125  Argylc  Soad 

Ardn^rc,  Pa, 
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January  12,  19^0 


Mr.  Holman  Hamilton 
Lafayette  Hotel 
Lexington,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr.  Hamilton: 


Your  letter  to  Dr.  Huffman  of  January  10  has  been  referred  to  me 
for  reply.  You  inquire  whether  there  were  any  United  Brethren  news- 
papers or  magazines  published  in  the  state  of  Ohio  in  the  years  1827 
and  1828. 

It  was  not  until  183U  that  the  publishing  house  was  established 
in  Circleville,  Ohio,  and  the  first  issue  of  the  Religious  Telescope 
was  dated  December  31>  183U.  Before  that  time,  however,  a  publication 
sponsored  by  the  Miami  Conference  was  published.  Its  title  was  Zion's 
Advocate  and  publication  probably  began  in  1829.  This  was  later  than 
the  dates  you  give.  Drury  in  his  history  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
states  that  "Zion's  Advocate  was  issued  from  Salem,  Washington  County, 
Indiana,  in  1829,  but  after  a  brief  existence  was  discontinued  for  want 
of  adequate  support." 

You  also  inquire  whether  we  have  any  reference  to  Reverend  Aaron 
Farmer  who  was  the  editor  of  Zion's  Advocate  and  a  United  Brethren 
minister  of  pioneer  days,  we  are  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  centennial 
number  of  the  Religious  Telescope  which  was  published  December  29,  193U« 
On  page  27  Zion's  Advocate  is  pictured  and  there  is  an  article  by  the 
editor  in  which  quite  a  bit  of  reference  is  made  to  its  editor,  Reverend 
Aaron  Farmer,  life  believe  you  will  find  more  information  in  this  centennial 
number  about  the  early  literature  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  then  you 
can  find  anywhere  else  in  the  same  space. 

Trusting  it  will  prove  helpful  to  you,  we  are 

Yours  very  truly, 


JBL :  gws 
Encl. 
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CHAPTER  X 

LINCOLN  AS  A  WRITER 

Character  of  His  Writings 

"Fate  that  is  given  to  all  men  partly  shaped 
Is  man's  to  alter  till  he  die." 

— John  Masefield. 

As  a  young  man  in  Indiana  Abraham  Lincoln 
not  only  read  a  great  deal  but  he  wrote  some.  He 
wrote  an  essay  upon  kindness  to  animals  and  an- 
other upon  the  horrors  of  war,  influenced,  no  doubt, 
by  the  material  he  had  read  in  the  Kentucky  Precep- 
tor and  the  "Old  Blue  Back."  Surely  those  Indiana 
school  books  left  a  deep  impress  upon  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  helped  to  mold  his  life.  Who  knows  but 
that  his  inaugural  addresses  and  his  famous  Gettys- 
burg Address  have  their  roots  deeply  buried  in  those 
old  Hoosier  readers.  It  might  be  well  today  if  our 
schools  were  supplied  with  material  that  would  edu- 
cate the  heart  more,  as  well  as  the  head  and  hand ! 

Not  far  from  Lincoln's  home  lived  a  neighbor, 
William  Wood,  who  was  a  subscriber  for  two  papers 
— one  a  political  paper  and  the  other  a  temperance 
and  religious  publication.  Lincoln  borrowed  the 
the  papers  and  read  them  carefully  and  thought- 
fully. The  influence  of  the  temperance  paper  upon 
Lincoln  was  undoubtedly  great,  for  we  know  that 
he  was  a  strong  temperance  advocate,  who  never 
drank,  yet  who  lived  at  a  time  when  drinking  was 
an  almost  universal  custom,  even  among  women  and 
ministers.  Lincoln  believed  so  strongly  in  temper- 
ance that  he  wrote  an  article  on  that  subject  and 
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showed  it  to  Mr.  Wood  who  said  "for  sound  sense  it 
was  better  than  anything  in  the  paper."  The  article 
made  such  a  favorable  impression  upon  Aaron 
Farmer,  a  local  preacher,  that  he  sent  it  to  a  tem- 
perance journal  in  Ohio  where  it  was  accepted  and 
published.1 

As  Lincoln  borrowed  and  read  "Uncle  Wood's" 
temperance  journal  and  was  influenced  by  it  to 
write  an  article  on  temperance,  so  from  William 
Jones,  the  Gentryville  storekeeper,  he  borrowed  and 
read  the  Louisville  Journal  and  through  it  was  influ- 
enced to  write  an  article  on  National  Politics.  The 
following  excerpts  are  taken  from  Lincoln's  article : 
"The  American  government  is  the  best  form  of  gov- 
ernment for  an  intelligent  people;  it  ought  to  be 
kept  sound  and  preserved  forever.  .  .  .  General  edu- 
cation should  be  fostered  and  carried  all  over  the 
country;  and  the  Constitution  should  be  saved,  the 
Union  perpetuated  and  the  laws  revered,  respected, 
and  enforced."2 

Young  Lincoln  showed  his  writing  to  "Uncle 
Wood,"  who  in  turn,  showed  it  to  Judge  John  Pit- 
cher of  Rockport,  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  South- 
ern Indiana.  Upon  reading  the  article,  Judge  Pit- 
cher said :  "The  world  can't  beat  it."  When  "Uncle 
Wood"  told  Lincoln  what  Pitcher  had  said  about  his 
production,  the  young  writer  was  highly  elated.  He 
decided  to  call  on  Judge  Pitcher  and  later  did  so. 
Pitcher  took  a  decided  interest  in  Lincoln.  His  in- 
fluence upon  him  is  traced  in  another  section  of  this 
book. 

In  his  first  political  campaign  in  Illinois,  two 
years  after  leaving  Indiana,  Lincoln,  in  1832,  came 
out  boldly  in  a  circular  for  an  education  for  all  the 
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William  Wood  seemed  to  be  the  spiritual  advisor  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  Indiana,   if  the  traditions  of  his  relation  to  Abe 
can  be  relied  upon.   The  fact  that  he  was  a  temperance  agitator 
is  well  attested  by  his   sons     and  his  interest  in  a  composition 
prepared     on  the  sublect  by  Lincoln  is   a  generally  aooepted 
incident,   pe  was   a  younger  man  by  six  years  than  Abraham 
Lincoln's  own  father,   and  must  not  be  associated  with     the 
old  men  at  the  time  Lincoln  was  growing  up.   He  lived  long  eough  to 
learn  of  the  assination  of  his  protegee.   His  sons  James   ,   Andrew, 
Robert   and  Charles,    contemporaries  of  |ftaaham,  were  probably 
responsible  for  Abrahams  presence  at  his  home,   one  of  Mr.   Wood's 
daughters   5  Nanoy,   Married  a  Mr,   Armstrong.  (   Hobson  53) 
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Aaron  Tarmer 

?±t  in  the  fall  of  1827  Rev  Aaron  Farmer  kftxdtxs     a  minister 
of  the  ^ited  s^^ren  Chureh  held  a  meeting  in  a  grove  nftlx  near 
ixrxfxttKixthe  pigeon     creek   community  in  the   fall  of  1837. 
During  this  meeting  uenery  Bruner  affiliated  with  this  body* 
satdtxMx  Rev.   farmer  was  entertained  in  the  home  of  William 
Wood  and  while  there,   Mr.   Wood  showed  the  minister  a  temperance 
artiole  written  by  Abraham  Lincoln*   Mr  Farmer  asked  permission 
to  send  the  artiloe  to  a  temperanoe  paper  in  ohi°*    and  it  "a-8 
aocepted  for  publioation.   No  one   as  far  as  I  know  has  been  able  to 
discover  this   early  effort   of  Abraham  Lincoln's  .      Rev  Farmer 
edited  a  paper  at  Salem  Indiana  in  1839   called  *k*x"Zions 
Advooate."       Mr,   Farmer  died  on  „aroh  1.   1838  while   servinf  as 
presiding  Ilder  of  the  Indianapolis  Ciirouit,      (Hobson  53) 
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December  29,  1934 

Our  First  Church 

By  the  Editor 
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Paper 


WE  TAKE  genuine  pleasure  in 
presenting  on  this  page  a  photo- 
graphic copy,  about  one-fourth 
reduced  in  size,  of  the  first  page  of  an 
issue  of  Zion's  Advocate,  the  first  paper 
published  under  the  auspices  of  any  di- 
vision of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
This  reproduction  is 
something  unique,  for 
until  a  comparatively 
recent  date  there  was 
no  copy  of  this  paper 
in  the  possession  of 
any  of  our  Church 
authorities.  Through 
painstaking  research 
and  much  correspond- 
e  n  c  e,  Dr.  A.  W. 
Drury,  our  Church 
historian,  succeeded 
in  locating  fragments 
of  a  few  issues.  These 
do  not  include  the 
first  issue,  and  if  any 
portion  of  that  initial 
number  could  be  se- 
cured it  would  be  re- 
garded a  rare  find 
indeed. 

Rev.  Aaron  Farmer 
was  our  pioneer  in 
the  field  of  denomi- 
national journalism. 
He  was  first  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Miami 
conference  which  un- 
til 1830  included  all 
the  territory  occupied 
by  our  Church  in  In- 
diana. Zion's  Advo- 
cate was  authorized 
in  the  session  of  Mi- 
ami conference  held 
in  Montgomery 
county,  Ohio,  in  1829. 
Whether  it  was  spe- 
cifically ordered  or 
authorized  is  not 
clear.  It  seems  more 
likely  that  Mr.  Farm- 
er was  simply  given 
permission  to  enter 
upon  this  enterprise 
in  the  name  and  with 
the  blessing  of  the 
conference. 

As  may  be  read  WML) 
from  the  photograph- 
ic copy,  the  paper  was 
"published  in  num- 
bers of  eight  pages,  every  two  weeks, 
under  the  approbation  of  the  Miami 
conference  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ."  The  conference  further  speci- 
fied that  Mr.  Farmer  should  be  editor 
and  placed  his  publication  under  the  fol- 
lowing restrictions:  "The  paper  should 
be  printed  on  good   paper,  unprofitable 


controversy  should  be  excluded,  and  the 
doctrine  should  be  harmonious  with  the 
teachings  of  the  Church" — good  Church 
paper  requirements  even  for  the  present 
time. 

So  meager  are  the  data  relative  to  this 
venture    that   we   cannot   say   definitely 


ZION'S  ADVOCATE. 


HAS  SB  IS  CHRIST 
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ZIONSJWVQCATBi 

1  ,  ighl  ■ 

■Mel  '■'"•  '""•'>  *w  >'-  ■■  B#4«r  the  appi 

d.'t  1  I.   '..    it';;        •   .  >■,<>,,    ■'    ' 

'      him  in   t  'in  !.      Teems.-- 
pilar  per  annum  in  advance- 
ill. ir  and  Twenty-five  cents,  i 
tax   nwrsths— or  One  dollar  mid  Fiir 
CtTii'-  if  not  paid  before  the  cx|iir  .'tion 
of  tile  yeai 

for  a  less  term  than  one  year,  and 
paper  will  be   discontinued  until  ar 


scribe  rg, 


ired  diligently,  though  under  great 
■  position,  in  the  Gospel,  among  the 
■1  remaining  in  Moravia.     Tl>,  'ir..i 
easion  of  my  having  serious  impr.-s- 
(ins  upon  my  mind,   iva^  a  circutn- 
ance  apparently  insignificant,     i  was 
tting  and  crying,  that,  in  a  distribu- 
00  of  a  cake  among  my  companions, 
had  been  neglected.     My  lather  re- 
No  sabscriber  r'eceived!Prove<,  me  for  ><i  at,d  said,»Ah  my  son, 
could  1  but  once  see  thee? weep  as  ear- 
uestlyou  account  cf  thy  sin?!"     These 
.  -.  rageaare  paid.     KrLetters  to  the|wor<fe  pierced  me  io  the  hear!,  i,nd  i 
cdn.x,  except  from  Agents,  or  containfetained  a  lasting  impression  of  them, 
tog  a  remittance  of  $3  00  must  be  Post'     !u  the  summer  season,  1  was  chiefly 
paid  orthev  will  not  be  attended  to.     lempl.ned  in  tending  cattle  in  theneldv 
....  .  land,  in  winter, 

AaypaMotiprocunngeightnewsub-jh  loread  aml  write,  fearing  lest, 

d  remitting  the  money,  will  jf,  went  |o  sch<wU  j  ■  ,lt  be  b(Jft  by 
be  entitled  to  the  ninth  paper  «raiH.~!ua  „.,,,.,,  ,,,,  ,j;,,-(iu(  e  ,,,,(>, 
Payment  within  three  months  from  I!.,- .,  (,  K„((!  ,,„  ( :  ,,;„,,, ,  ,  ,,i|ori,  r„  „„,„„  . 
time  of  subscribing,  wtll  be  ronsrderedL^,,,,  ,,„,  sj;„Trm,cn(  ,,, ,  baldrenof  sev 
in  advance,  lhese  terms  will  he  sir, ct-  ()r  ei  u  ycm  M^  „nd  theK>fore 
ly  adhered  to.  as  the  low  price  at  which |ket  me  (V<)m  it-  ,  mr>t,mlK!r  ab:>ut 
ibhabed  will  not  per-  ^  tQ  have  heeu  in  t  ^^ 
do  otherwise.  ,,fmjnd  about  my   soul's  salvation,  so 

"'    J"       fsssesmsss — mesaeamf^i  0(-ten  w;si,ed  to  have  been  an v 

BK.<;kai>HY.  ;creat.uc   father  than  a  man.      In  m'v 

Notices  of  the  life  and  labours  ol  M  ith-  .v,  elitt;  ;  ;■  a,  )  <  atere.j  into  service;. a. d 

ew  Stach,  and  other  United  Breth-J;,,.;,,,,  n0more  under  my  father's  himic- 

WB,  Missionaries  sent  out  during  thc^j;,;^^,,;,,^  ,wn  „„t  .ylu:X. .m„, 

last  century  to  Greenland.  '     Uertbe  vanities  and  pleasure*  of  the 

Tile  patience  and  uncommon  fortH^orld;  though  1  was  not  able  to  launch 

fade  of  those  venerable  servants  of  God,!out  as  others  did,  owing  to  my  father's 

who  emigrated  to,  and  settled  in  thelbeing  counted  a  heretic,  and  the  young 

most  inhospitable  climates,  and  carri«d;men  of  the  village  shunning  his  connex- 

thejigb*.  of  Salvation  into  the  darkest;ion.  Whenever  j  vi,ited  him,  his  words 

regions  of  the  Globe.    Wecopythefol-jpenetrated  into  my  heartland  brought 

lowing  from  the  London  Missionary  Re-  back  my  former  recollections.     When 


.e  Advocate 
it  theedito 


gi.ti-r  fpjr  May,  1823,  which  weieeom 
piled  from  I  he  Moravian  Periodical  Ac- 
counts, and  from  Crania's  History  o> 
Greenland.  .  - 

Narrative  of  his  early  years. 
"    This  narrative   is  Given    in   Mr. 
Stach's  own  wordi. 
ttl  was  born  at  Mankindorf  in  Mora- 


Sla.h, 


pious  maoj  and  la 


I  was  sixteen,  1  moved  toZauchenthah, 
a  place  noted  for  licentiousness;  and, 
alas!  soon  I  began  to  relish  it  myself. 
However,  God  was  pleased  to  bless  the 
frequent  admonitions  of  a  friend  of  my 
father's  Melchear  Conrad ;  who,  by  re- 
piesenting  the  dangers  which  1  wanex- 
posed  to,  prevailed  on  me  to  resolve, 


via,  March  4th  1711.    My  father  Chris-  that  as  soon  as  1  could  save  a  little  m<»- 


v,  {  would  leave  the  country,  and 


just  when  the  first  issue  appeared,  but 
as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  the  pa- 
per's first  appearance  was  in  August  or 
September  of   1829. 

There  is  an  evident  mistake  in  the 
date  line  of  the  copy  here  reproduced. 
It  should  read  January  14,  1831,  instead 
of  1830.     This  is  accounted  for  on  the 


assumption  that  the  printer  carried  part 
of  the  date  line  over  from  the  preceding 
year  without  change — a  sort  of  over- 
sight which  sometimes  still  happens  even 
with  high-grade  publications.  If  the 
paper  was  authorized  in  the  annual  con- 
ference of  1829,  it  is  quite  apparent 
that  it  could  not  have  attained  the  sec- 
cond  volume,  number  10,  as  early  as 
January   14,   1830. 

From  this  page  of  Zion's  Advocate,  it 
is  seen  that  this  journalistic  venture  was 
by  no  means  a  pre- 
tentious one.  The 
pages  were  six  by  ten 
inches,  eight  pages  to 
each  issue.  The  type 
was  large  and  fairly 
clear,  making  the  pa- 
per quite  readable 
from  the  mechanical 
standpoint. 

But  the  time  for 
publishing  a  Church 
paper  in  our  Com- 
munion had  not  yet 
arrived,  though  it 
was  near  at  hand. 
Perhaps  the  place  of 
publishing  the  paper 
was  not  wisely  cho- 
sen. It  was  at  Salem, 
Indiana,  at  that  time 
on  the  western  fringe 
of  the  Church,  and 
after  a  feeble  exist- 
ence of  about  one  year 
and  a  half  the  publi- 
cation died  for  want 
of  support. 

However,  a  begin- 
ning had  been  made 
and  no  doubt  helped 
to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  publications 
which  soon  were  to 
follow — the  Moun- 
tain Messenger  in 
1834  and  the  Reli- 
gious Telescope  later 
in  the  same  year. 

When  the  Indi- 
ana conference  was 
formed  in  1830,  out 
of  territory  that  up 
to  that  time  was  in- 
cluded in  Miami  con- 
ference, Mr.  Farmer 
became  one  of  its 
charter  members.  His 
name  appears  in  the 
appointments  of  the 
early  conference  ses- 
sions, including  the 
presiding  eldership, 
but  apart  from  that  little  is  known  of 
him.  There  is  no  positive  data  in  regard 
to  his  burial  place,  though  it  is  as- 
sumed with  much  confidence  that  his 
remains  are  in  the  cemetery  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Newbern,  near  Columbus,  In- 
diana, where  it  is  known  that  he  lived 
during  the   latter  part  of   his   life. 
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PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 

MOST  WORTHY  CHAPLAIN                      MOST  WORTHY  CONDUCTOR 
REV.  DR.  J.  L.  REYNOLDS                            MRS.  JAMES  0.   KERR 
GRAND   BANK.   NFLD.                                  SYDNEY   RIVER.  N.  S. 

MOST  WORTHY  SENTINAL 

MRS.  LEROY  L.  DIXON 

38  ADDISON  AVENUE 

LYNN.  MASS. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

E.   R.   NICKERSON 

CHAS.  T.   MONTGOMERY                                     MRS.  A.    R.   BAEDOR.  208  FARMINGTON  AVE..  HARTFORD,  CONN. 

324  3outh  St.  Halifax  N.S.  frt.  25th.  ±957 

Miss  Margaret  Moellering 
*ort  Wayne,  Indiana 

i^ear  Mss  iv.oellering 

lours  of  the  20th,  at  hand  saying  Lincoln  v.as 
not  a  member  of  the  ^ons  of  temperance.   *or  your  information  I  hnclose 
a  cony  of  an  extract  from  a  report  of  the  tost  Worthy  Patriarch  of  the 
-ons  of  temperance  in  1922.  x   knew  Mr.  Hohenthal  personally,  he  had 
great  thoroughness  ,  love  of  history,  and  was  assured  of  these  facts 
as^was  a  personal  frifcnd  of  both  Hr.  Wilson  and  Patton. 

-  hev^  notiuec  that  few  articles  on  a-inccln  me  tionec  his  membership 
in  the  -one  of  Aemperance,  and  weuld  like  to  have  the  enclosed  ,  verified 
or  otherwise. 

-or  your  furthur  information?  Imay  say  that  I  have  some  of  the  bound 
records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  ^rand  Division  S.  of  S  of  ill. 
and  that  Sangamon  division  No.  20  was  in  operation  at  Springfield  about  tha 
time'    *hese  records  would^tave  the  names  of  the  individual  members  pf  the 
^visions,  but  they  have  the  names  of  the  ^ast  "orthy  Patriarchs  -  or  the 
presiding  and  past  presiding  officers  of  that  division.   If  any  of  these 
would  help  your  research,  x  would  be  pleased  to  copy  and  send  to  you. 

ihat  Division  was  in  existence  during  Lincoln's  life  in  Springfield, 
and  there  should  be  some  relic  of  it  left,  and  th*t  the  affidavit  should  be 
verified* 

a  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  let  me  know  your  opinion  oi 
this,  and  if  any  research  has  been  made  on  this  line. 

xhanks  for  the  two  leaflets  on  Lincoln  Lore,  and  his  att  itude 
toward  liquor. 

xt  seems  to  me  that  whoever  wrote  these,  had  not  studied  the  histoj 
of  the   temperance  movement,  or  he  would  have  known  that  the  Order  of  the 
~ons  of  temperance  was  instituted  to  save  the  work  of  the  "ashingtonions 
that  they  were  a  great  reform  organization,   at  one  time  reaching  a  members} 
-ip  of  300.000  men. 

,J-'he  Sons  enlisted  the  drinking  man  before  he  got  so  far  he  needed 

the  A.A.s 


TLhc  ©rber  of  Sons  of  ^Temperance 
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OFFICERS 

1956    -    1958 

MOST  WORTHY  PATRIARCH 

C.  L.  TAYLOR 

NOTRE  DAME,  N.  B. 

MOST  WORTHY  ASSOCIATE 

COLIN  WAUGH 

WILMOT  VALLEY,  P.  E.  I. 

MOST  WORTHY  PATRON 

MRS.  C.   H.  C.   MACLAREN 

385  LUTZ  ST. 

MONCTON,  N.  B. 

MOST  WORTHY  SCRIBE 
E.  R.   NICKERSON 
324  SOUTH   ST. 
HALIFAX,  N.  S. 

MOST  WORTHY  TREASURER 

CHAS.  T.   MONTGOMERY 

2343  SOUTH   HICKS  ST. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

MOST  WORTHY  CHAPLAIN 

REV.  DR.  J.  L.  REYNOLDS 

GRAND  BANK,   NFLD. 

MOST  WORTHY  CONDUCTOR 
MRS.  JAMES  0.   KERR 
SYDNEY  RIVER,  N.  S. 

MOST  WORTHY  SENTINAL 

MRS.  LEROY  L.   DIXON 

38  ADDISON  AVENUE 

LYNN,  MASS. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

E.   R.   NICKERSON 

CHAS.  T.  MONTGOMERY 

MRS.   A.   R.   BAEDOR,   208  FARM1NGTON  AVE.,  HARTFORD.  CONN. 

and  it  is  doing  this  work  in  a  more  quiet  way  to  day  in  various  parts  of 
the  continent. 

^s  a  Canadian  ,  I  have  always  had  a  grej  respect  for  Lincoln  and 
interest  in  his  life  and  work,   anc  would  appreciate  any  fftrthut  information 

you  could  give  me. 

"ill  you  kindly  return  the  enclosed  copy  when  you  are  through  with  it. 

^hanking  you  for  the  two  leaflets  and  any  information  you  can  give  me, 


Sincerely  yours 


(    E.R.Mckerson   ) 


XTbe  © 


8  of  temperance 
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MOST  WORTHY  PATRIARCH                     1 

OFFICERS    1954    •    1956 

»OST  WORTHY  ASSOCIATE                         MOST  WORTHY   PA 
ELSIE  JUDD                                       MRS.  C.  H.  C.   MACL 

as 

HAROLD   E.   NICKERSON 

!                                  E.  R.  NICKERSON 

5  MURRAY  PLACE                                2 
HALIFAX.   N.  S. 

MOST  WORTHY  TREASURER 

313  EAST  THOMPSON  ST.                                       BOX  IS2 

324  SOUTH  ST. 

HOST  WORTHY  CHAPLAIN                    MOST  WORTHY  COND 

UCTC 

.  s. 

HALIFAX.  N.  S. 

R                     MOST  WORTHY  SENTINAL 
SILAS  TAYLOR 
BOX  231 
MONCTON.  N.  B. 

REV.   EDWARD   MORRIS                                      JAMES  0.   KER 

BOX  280                                               SYDNEY   RIVER,   K 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

E.  R.  NICKERSON                                    CHAS.  T.  MONTGOMERY                                   MRS.  A.   R.  BAEDOR.  20( 

FARMINGTON  AVE..  HARTFORD.  CONN. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  *bst  Worthy  Patriarch, 

E.L.G.Hohenthal  ,  of  Connecticut,  to  the  78th,  annual  session  of  the 
National  division  of  Worth   America.  July  19th.  1982. 

n  I  had  long  tried  to  fix  definately  and  authoritatively  Lincoln* 
membership  in  the  Order,  and  submit  herewith  through  the  ^ourtesy  of  my 
personal  friend  and  coworker,  Mr.  MonzoN.  Wilson  of  "heaton,  Illinois, 
copy  ofl  an  affidavit   secured  some  years  ago.  Mr.  "ilson^s  permission 
to  insert  it  in  my  annual  report  has  been  given.  It  reads  as  follows, 
■  Mr.  Alonzo  E.Wilson  ~angamon  bounty,  111. 

Dear  ^ir      92  La^alle  street  Chicago.  111. 


I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  6th.  in  regard  to  my  acquaint 
with  Abraham  Lincoln  during  our  membership  in  the  bons  of  Aemperance 
In  reply  would  state   that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  we  Joined  the  Sons  of  temperance  Lodge  the  same  night.  As  well  £ 
I  can  remember  in  was  in  1854  and  ten  of  us  went  in  that  night. 

I  saw  Mr.  Lincoln  sign  his  name  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Sons  o 
Temperance  and  he  remained  a  member  until  1858  or  1859. 

1  heard  him  make  a  number  of  speeches  in  the  L0dge,  and  neve 
heard  his  temperance  principles  questioned. 

"hen  the  war  broke  out  in  1861,  a  great  many  of  our  members 
went  to  fight  for  our  country,  and  their  absence   weakened  the  Order 
so  that  it  suspended  in  1865.  I  was  deputy  G.V"-P.   and  all  the  book 
were  turned  over  to  me  and  with  them  the  one  containing  the 
Constitution  of  the  ^ons  of  temperance  abd  this  contained  the  signa 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  which  1  saw  him  sign.       I  kept  the  hooks  until  1 
Spring  at  house  cleaning  time,  at  which  time  they  were  destroyed 
by  a  member  of  my  family ,   much  to  my  regret,  who  was  cognizant   of  H 

association  and  historical  value. 

J^  do  not  think  Mr.  Lincoln  ever  held  any  office  in  the  Lodge, 
but  the  books  in  which  were  the  minutes  conatined  the  whole 
proceedings 

i  am  Very  truly  yours 

I  signed  )  John  O.^ames  ,      .... 

717  North 


ube  ©roer  ot  <sons  01  uemperance 
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In  addition  I  have  a  letter  dated  July  25th,  1921  from  another  person 
friend,  "obert  H.Patton  -Usq.  of  Springfield  ,  Illinois  who  is  the 
successor  of  Lincoln's   law  firm  and  the  owner  of  much  of  Lincoln's 
law  library,  ^r.  Patton  makes  the  following  statement  concerning  ^r.  Rames 

n   Deacon  John  O.^ames  of  this  city,  informed  me  that  he  had 

kept  in  his  home  for  years  the  record  of  the  local  lodge  of  the 
^ons  of  "''empere.nce  and  that  it  had  Mr,  Lincoln  s  signature  to 
the  plecge  of  the  urder  and  the  enrollment,  """hat  he  intended  ' 
this  should  be  kept,  but  one  day  his  family  thought  it  had  b 
around  in  the  way  long  enough,  and  they  threw  it  into  the  fire. 
I  took  the  affidavit  of  *r,  Rames  stating  the   facts  fully,  and  th 

fact  that  he  knew  tor.  Lincoln  belonged  to  the  Order, 

^r.  Wilson  at  that  time  was  gathering  all  th<  information 

he  could  about  Lincoln's  temperance  views  and  he  took  the 
affidavit.  I  regret  that  *   did  not  k  eep  a  copy  of  it,  but  l  have 

no  doubt  that  you  can  get  a  copy  from  Mm.  ^is  present  address 
is  "heaton,  111.  ±  kno*  of  no  other  person  here  who  could  swear 
to  these  facts.   Mr.  *kames  is  now  deceased. 

(  signed  )   Robert  H.Patton. 


If  ATIONAL  WOMAN'S  CHRISTIAN  TEMPERANCE  UNION 


HEADQUARTERS:  1730  CHICAGO  AVE.,  EVANSTON,  ILL,  UNiversily  41396 


Vice-President 

MRS.  T.  ROY  JARRETT 

7719  Jefferson  Davis  Hgwy. 

Richmond  34,  Va. 


Corresponding  Secretary 

MRS.  HERMAN  STANLEY 

Evanston,  Illinois 


President 
MRS.  FRED  J.  TOOZE 

Evanston,  Illinois 


Treasurer 

MRS.  H.  F.  POWELL 

Evanston,  Illinois 


Recording  Secretary 

MRS.  J.  KENNETH  W.  MILLER 

1815  Telegraph  Avenue 

Oakland  12,  California 


February  7,  1963 


Miss  Elda  Sprunger 
736  Lehman  Street 


Dear  Miss  Sprunger: 

Your  letter  of  January  2£th  addressed  to  The  Union 
Signal  has  been  placed  on  my  desk  for  rep].y. 

We  have  looked  into  our  bound  copies  of  The  Union 
Signal  and  find  on  the  date  of  June  21,  1917  that  the  article 
in,Jhy  Abraham  Lincoln  Signed  the  Liquor  Revenue  Bill"  appears 
in  that  issue.  I  am  sorry,  but  we  do  not  have  an  individual 
copy  of  The  Union  Signal  of  that  date. 

If  there  is  anything  further  we  can  do  for  you, 
kindlv  feel  free  to  T™ite  to  us. 


Sincerely 


Mrs.  Fre 
NATIONAL  WOMAN 


RFT:lh 


Lincoln  Never  Drank  Liquors  or  Used  Tobacco 

We  have  the  statements  of  Lincoln's~Boyhood 
associates  that  he  never  tasted  intoxicating  liquors 
of  any  sort  or  used  tobacco  in  any  form  or  made 
use  of  rude  and  immodest  language,  although  it  was 
the  general  custom  among  certain  men  and  boys  to 
do  so.  On  this  particular  point  Wesley  Hall  has 
given  us  direct  information.  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
his  father  worked  for  Wesley  Hall's  father  in  his 
tanyard  and  as  carpenters.  During  good  weather 
the  noon  meal  was  served  on  a  table  in  the  grove 
near  the  tanyard.  Abe  never  went  to  the  table  with 
the  men  but  retired  to  himself  and  read  while  the 
men  were  eating.  Mr.  Wesley  Hall  offers  the  fol- 
lowing explanation  of  Abe's  actions :  "Certainly  Abe 
et  dinner,  but  don't  you  know  he  never  drank,  and 
them  times  the  black  bottle  would  be  passed  around 
purty  often,  so  Abe  would  say  to  me,  'You  see,  Wes- 
ley, I  don't  drink  and  the  rest  of  the  men  do,  and 
if  I  was  to  eat  when  they  do  and  not  drink  with 
them,  they'd  think  maybe  I  was  smart,  and  so  I  jest 
hit  upon  this  plan  of  bringing  along  my  book  with 
me  and  reading  while  they  eat.  I  eat  after  they 
get  through — in  plenty  time  to  go  to  work  when 
they  do,  and  that  a  way  I  git  to  read  some  and  at 
the  same  time  I  don't  go  against  a  custom  that  they 
think  is  all  right  even  if  I  don't.'  "15 


only  cried  in  reply,  and  Lincoln  continued:  'What 
are  you  going  to  tell  mother  about  getting  hurt?' 
'Tell  her  I  did  it  with  the  ax,'  she  sobbed.  'That 
will  be  the  truth,  won't  it?'  To  which  Lincoln  re- 
plied manfully:  'Yes,  that's  the  truth;  but  not  all 
the  truth.  You  tell  the  whole  truth  Tilda,  and  trust 
your  good  mother  for  the  rest.'  So  Tilda  went 
limping  home  and  told  her  mother  all  the  truth. 
The  good  woman  felt  so  sorry  for  her  that  she  did 
not  even  scold  her."12 

The  statements  of  Lincoln's  boyhood  associates 
bear  witness  to  his  honesty  and  truthfulness,  but 


world  would  be  vastly  benefitted  by  a  total  and  final 
banishment  from  it  of  all  intoxicating  drinks  seems 
to  me  not  now  an  open  question.  Three-fourths  of 
mankind  confess  the  affirmative  with  their  tongues, 
and,  I  believe,  all  the  rest  acknowledge  it  in  their 
hearts  !17 

"...  And  when  the  victory  shall  be  complete 
— when  there  shall  be  neither  a  slave  nor  a  drunk- 
ard on  the  earth — how  proud  the  title  of  that  land 
which  may  truly  claim  to  be  the  birthplace  and  the 
cradle   of   both   these   revolutions   that   shall   have 


Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  a 
temperate  man.  The  old  ledgers  of  the  Bleekly  -  Montgomery  store 
where  he  traded  just  before  and  for  a  time  after  his  marriage  to 
Nancy  Hanks,  have  been  preserved.  During  this  entire  period  of 
two  or  three  years,  there  are  only  two  entries  where  he  was 
charged  with  intoxicants.  He  bought  a  pint  of  whiskey  on  May  15, 
1805,  and  another  pint  on  November  12,  1807.  ^videnl3y  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  up  in  the  home  of  a  temperate  family  where  the 
father  was  a  strict  member  of  the  church  and  as  far  as  wf  can 
learn  lived  during  his  entire  life  under  the  strict  discipline 
of  that  institution. 


TBI  DUTTffiN  DISTILERY 

In  the  T in coin  Douglass  debate   at  Ottawa  the  question  of 

Lincoln's   former  oooupationswtft  brought  up*   and  in  reply  to 

the  inferences  drawn  by  Mr*   Douglass  relative  to  his  sale  of 

liequor  Lincoln  said  it  was  true  that  he   "did  work  tha  latter  part 

lilt  tie 
of  one  winter  in  a  still-house     at  the  head  of  a  hollow. " 

Mr.   J.    T.   Hobson  feels  that  Lincoln  had  reference  to  what  is 

know  as  the  old  Dutton  die tilery  on  the     yredonia  prinoeton  Hijnway 

loui  miles  southwest  of  uuntinsburg  in  Dubois  county*   owned  in 

1903  when  he  visited  the  site  by  John  and  Harmon  Steineker* 

before 
Twenty  years  jtx*xfcMUxJtft  Mr.   Hobsonfcft  observed  this  reference  by 

Lincoln  in  the  Ottawa  speech  he  had  written  down  the  following 

tradition  kndka  related  to  him  by     Henry  Brooner  • 


U4_A. 


/Vj 


M     ^W 


\^vC 


"When  I  was  about  twenty* five  years  eld,    (1829)     Abraham 
Lincoln  oame  to  my  house,where  I  now  live,   and  left   an  article 
of  agreement   for  me  to  keep.   At  that  time  one  mile  north  of  here 
there  was  a  distilery  owned  by  John  Dutton.   He  employed  John  Johnston 
Lincoln* s  stepbrother,   to  run  it  that   winter,   and  ^incoln  left   the 
article  of  agreement  between  the  parties  for  me  to  keep."       Mr. 
John  Kemp  born  and  reared  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  Bruner  place 
remembered  having  seen  an  old  decapitated  building  on  the  old 
Dutton  farm  called  "the  old  still-house."  Johnston  at  this 

time  would  have  been  fourteen  years  old  and  from  what  we  know  of 
his   refusal  to  work  it  is  a  pretty  safe   conclusion  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  obliged  to   come  up  with  johnstons  part  of  the 
contract  which  xzxxuxiXBXx&xxkxKx  squares  with  his  statement  in 
the  Ottawa     debate,      (nobaon  80) 


'  \  \ 


TEMPERANCE   INFLUENCE 


Wiiile  a  member  of   congress  Lincoln  upon  being  invited  to 

fiaxn  a  glass  of  licquor  is   said  to  have  nade   this  reply"  I 

promised  my  preoious  mother  only  a  few  days  before  she  died 

that  I  would  never  use  anything  intoxicating  as  a  beveridge, 

and  i   oonsider  that  promise  as  binding  today  as  it  was  on  the 

day  i  made  ft."   (Hobson  31)   On  September  39  1863  in  response 

to   sxxsdkdkxftB  a  request  from  the  Sons  of  Temperance  in  Washington, 

he  said  "When  I  was  a  young  man-  long  ago*     before  the  sons 

of  temperance  as  an  organisation  had  an  existence.   I   §   in     a 

tumble  way  made  temperance  speeches,   and  I   think  that  I  may  say 

my 
that  to  this  day  I  have  never  by  example,  belied  what  I   then 

said. 


Uj^cjw'f^'^       \, 


rx^  <W,  QJb*   v\  V  ^ 

3TWm  *  i¥^  H^  ^M  V*  ^. 


>i v  \  v    < 


Wu   \JUJU,'    1^  umaJLU  /W  Wf*,       \K  K^( 


w^t^JUaj^^ 


h   ii 


Decembpr  13.  1861 


I  knew  George  May,  when  a  boy,  and  young  man,  then 
a  little  inclined  to  dissipation  -  .  If  free  from  that  now,  he 
has  intellect  enough  for  almost  any  place.... I  suppose  that  within 
names  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  voucher  as  to  that. 

A.  Lincoln. 

(George  May  had  been  recommended  for  appointment  to  a  .judgeship 
for  the  Territory  of  Utah,  Unpublished) 


"Whether  or  not  the  world  would  he  vastly 
"benefited  by  a  total  and  final  "banishment  from  it  of  all 
intoxicating  drinks  seems  to  me  not  now  an  open  question. 
Three-fourths  of  mankind  confess  the  afirmative  with  their 
tounges,  and  I  "believe  all  the  rest  acknowledge  it  in  their 
hearts. IS  , 


Early  influences  have  very  much  to  do  with  the 
opinion  which  are  formed  in  youth  and  it  is  possible  to  speak 
with  some  authority  about  both  the  community  and  home  life  of 
Abraham  Lincolniith  respect  to  the  place  of  intoxicants. 


Letter  in  H.  W.  Fay  Collection 

Nov.  24,   ? 
Dear  Sir:- 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  man  of  extremely  temperate  habits.  He 
made  no  use  of  either  whiskey  or  tobacco  during  all  the  years  I 
knew  him. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  Hay  [signed] 


